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*In the early 1930’s parallel with the Great Depression came the ecological

disaster known as the Dust Bowl. The Dust Bowl began as a long, severe drought

in the Great Plains region causing soil to erode and blow away creating huge
black dust storms. Eventually, these dust storm reached the entire nation and
dust even sifted onto President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s desk from the dust
clouds. While soil scientist Hugh Hammond Bennett was testifying on Capitol
Hill about the erosion problem he threw back the curtains to reveal a sky
blackened by dust. Congress unanimously passed the Soil Conservation Act of
1935 declaring soil and water conservation a national policy and priority. Since
% of the land in the United States is privately owned Congress concluded active,
voluntary support from landowners would guarantee success of conservation
work on private land. Landowners then formed the soil conservation districts in
each of their states. The Umpqua Soil & Water Conservation District was
established on April 30, 1953.

*Conservation Districts can be described as the local committee that increases
public awareness and participation in resource conservation. Conservation
Districts represent cooperators since cooperators are land users who can speak
for the land, and develop plans for resource conservation bringing together
entities to work on local common conservation problems. Districts identify
barriers preventing land conservation and bring proposed solutions to governing
bodies. Conservation Districts are best described as the marriage of education,
science and technology in agriculture and natural resources at the local level.

Dust storm approaching Stratford, Texas
April 1935

Photo Courtesy of: NOAA George E. Marsh Album
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The Umpgqua Soil & Water
Conservation District
boundaries encompass
600,000 acres of
northwestern Douglas County
in the Lower Umpqua
watershed including
Winchester Bay, Reedsport,
Gardiner, Tahkenitch,
Siltcoos, Five-Mile, Smith
River, Scottsburg, Ash Valley,
Elkton, and Kellogg.
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A five-member Board of Directors elected in the general election serve
without pay to administer District activities.

Directors
*Zone 1 —Thomas Black
*Zone 2 — Bob Miller
*Zone 3 — Vacant
*At-Large 1 — Vacant
*At-Large 2 — Cliff Glover

Staff
*Rhonda Black — District Manager/Certified Conservation Planner

Meetings are held the second Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. The
public is welcome and encouraged to attend meetings, which are held
on the virtual Go-To-Meeting platform.
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“The mission of the
locally led Umpqua Soil
and Water Conservation

District is to provide

assistance to any
individual, group, or
agency in applying
natural resource
conservation practices
for the wise use of their
natural resources”
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Umpgqua Estuary Restoration Partnership
Culvert Missing Tide Gate

Beginning in 2011 and funded by a BLM RAC grant the District began locating and prioritizing tidegates
throughout the District for future maintenance and replacement with fish friendlier options for interested
landowners. The inventory is now complete with prioritization continuing through the UERP
Partnership — a group consisting of interested agencies who provide technical assistance to the
Umpqua SWCD and watershed councils involved with tidegates.



mpqua Estuary Restoration Partnership — UERP
UERP's Objective Goals:
“Sustain active productive agricultural lands in balance with lands suitable as estuaries for the benefit of aquatic habitat.”

U

As the District moved forward locating tidegates the prioritization process
it became apparent additional input was needed through local partners.
The District helped form the Umpqua Estuary Restoration Partnership and
continues as the lead organization.

In April 2014 a Memorandum of Understanding was signed into effect
between the District and the Partnership for the Umpqua Rivers to work
on tidegate projects and related grants projects as a joint effort and a
Technical Assistance Grant was submitted to the Oregon Watershed
Enhancement Board for outreach, education, to continue the prioritization
process, and for engineering.
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UERP Tidegate

UERP consists of members with representatives from Umpqua Soil and Water Conservation District, Natural
Resources Conservation Service, Partnership for Umpqua Rivers, Smith River Watershed Council, Confederated
Tribes of the Coos, Siuslaw, and Lower Umpqua Band of Indian Tribes, National Marine Fisheries, Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife, Bureau of Land Management, United States Forest Service, Oregon
Department of Agriculture, Oregon Department of State Lands, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The team
meets to prioritize tidegates for replacement, repair, or removal using a variety of data based factors. The team
provides technical assistance, funding options, and oversight for tidegates in the Umpqua Estuary.



Image from the USDA.

Learn more about the AgWQ
Program by going to:
https://www.oregon.qov/oda/progr
ams/NaturalResources/AgWQ/Pages

/AgWQPlans.aspx

Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB)
District Capacity Grant

Umpgua Soil & Water Conservation District receives
funding through a capacity grant similar to those
obtained by Watershed Councils.

This capacity grant provides funding for the SWCD to
work with landowners to conserve natural resources
and lend support to the Oregon Department of
Agriculture (ODA) Agriculture Water Quality
Management Program (AgWQ).

With this grant the SWCD is able to provide technical
assistance to land managers/producers within the
district for implementing Agriculture Management
Practices to improve agriculture water quality in their
daily farming/ranching operations, no matter how
large or small the operation may be.
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https://www.oregon.gov/oda/programs/NaturalResources/AgWQ/Pages/AgWQPlans.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oda/programs/NaturalResources/AgWQ/Pages/AgWQPlans.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oda/programs/NaturalResources/AgWQ/Pages/AgWQPlans.aspx
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Umpqua SWCD -Smith River: Otter to Fingerboard Reach Focus Area Action Plan
Umpqua Basin AQWQ Management Area
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Map explanation:
4
Yellow line is the boundary for
HUC #171003030707. Focus
Area is the middle ~1/3 of the
HUC, between the two red lines.
Blue lines are major streams
(1:100k stream layer). Not all
perennial and intermittent
streams are shown.

Lat: 43.8241 Et’ﬁl:@w
Long: -122,3278
Elev.: 95472 ft
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Basis for Selection of Focus Area:

Umpqua SWCD worked with the Oregon Department of Agriculture, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the United States Department
of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service to select the Otter and Brainard Creeks combined watersheds as the original focus area.
For the 2017-2019 biennium additional lands have been added to this focus area due to these lands being adjacent to the current focus area and
the work that is currently be proposed by Umpqua SWCD and partner agencies and watershed councils. The selection was based on: percent of
existing contacts and relationships (landowner willingness to participate), agricultural use in the combined watersheds, condition of streamside
vegetation, and the capacity of the SWCD taking into account how the SWCD has discussed working in the area in the past. Additional factors
are tide gates within watersheds on agricultural land that contribute to water quality conditions. The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
provided input into the selection process and provided information on listed fish species. Fish species of concern in the Focus Area include
Coho, Chinook, and Winter Steelhead. Oregon Coast ESU Coho salmon rear in Otter, Brainard, Black, and Joyce Creeks, and in the mainstem
of the Smith River, that the streams flow into. Coho spawning takes place in the upper reaches of Otter Slough and Joyce Creek. Fall Chinook
utilize the mainstem of the Smith River for rearing. Winter steelhead utilize Otter and Brainard Sloughs for spawning and the mainstem Smith
River for rearing.

Water Quality Parameters of Concern:

A Total Maximum Daily Load for temperature, and in some spots for biological criteria, applies to the Smith River of which both Otter and
Brainard Creeks are tributaries to. The Umpqua SWCD’s goal is to improve water quality for these parameters by working with landowners to
remove streamside agricultural impacts allowing streamside vegetation to establish and grow, and improve upland forage. Land condition
assessment and measures to reduce nutrient loads will be taken info account.

Description of Assessment Method(s):

Stream temperature will be evaluated using riparian vegetation condition as a surrogate. Aerial photos and field verifications will be used to
evaluate riparian vegetation condition and to determine if the vegetation is adequate to provide the functions as identified in the Area Plan and
Rules. Possible use of aquatic biological monitoring may be used as well along with pH and temperature monitoring.




Umpqua SWCD is a member of both the
Coos #4 & Umpqua #7 Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board
Small Grant Teams

From OWEB:

“The Small Grant Program is an easy-to-engage-in, competitive grant program that awards up to $15,000 for on-the-ground
restoration projects principally carried out on private lands across Oregon. This program responds to a need for local
decision-making about watershed restoration opportunities on a shorter timeframe than is available under OWEB’s regular
grant program.

The Small Grant Program enables landowners across the state to contribute to the Oregon Plan for Salmon and
Watersheds and the Oregon Conservation Strategy by committing “small acts of kindness” on their properties for the benefit
of water quality, water quantity, and fish and wildlife. From planting native plants along stream sides to reducing
sedimentation and erosion from upland farms and ranches, citizens everywhere can make a difference.”

More information can be found at: https://www.oregon.gov/oweb/grants/small-grants/pages/small-grants.aspx

Currently, the District has 3 OWEB Small Grants in the process of being implemented for the following management
practices:

+ Heavy Use Protection Areas

* Runoff Management

 Livestock Exclusion Fencing

+ Off-Stream Watering Facilities


https://www.oregon.gov/oweb/resources/Pages/OPSW.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oweb/resources/Pages/OPSW.aspx
https://digital.osl.state.or.us/islandora/object/osl:35385
https://www.oregon.gov/oweb/grants/small-grants/pages/small-grants.aspx

Soil Testing is a service the District
provides to area residents. By testing soil
residents know how much fertilizer and
what kind of fertilizer they need to amend
their soil with reducing over-fertilization
and the risk of having excess fertilizer
wash into rivers and streams. Soil testing
is funded by ODA.

AgSource Ui, OF 7582 Soil Analysis
Labaratories Tet541-922-4854
e — matiagagource com
Submitted By:  UMU0151 Submitted For: Laboratory Sample #
UMPQUA SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION AO4538
REEDSPORT, OREGON 97467
Date Received Date Reparted Information Sheet #
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anure Management Workshop

Funded through the Oregon Department of Agriculture the District was able to provide information directly to landowners in
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partnership with Oregon State University Extension Service Douglas County.

Douglas County
Soil Heath-Management

For AG Land and Pastures

wxlullhmﬁmund;ml)nuagmu
presentation, learn how to improve return on
investment in crops and forage, take and interpret i i 0
il i e """ Elkeon Communirty Education Center Library
and ranches.

fork November 18th, 2022
6:30 pm-~ 8:00 pm

15850 OR-38 W,
Elkton, OR 97436

Cost: $10

Contact Logan Bennett for questions:
.edu
(541) 236-3015
Registration will end on November 11th.
uMERly Gt e el
r Oregon State University P e e
Extension Service - e
Douglas County T e | November 11, 222 e coincLogen Bt

and the Umpqua Soil and Water Conservation District

Healthy land leads to healthy animals.
Horses and Livestock are important parts
of many peoples lives, but often times the

paddocks and pastures these animals

inhabit can become muddy, mucky, and
unclean. Learn how to improve and
manage your livestock living areas in this
workshop.

March 22nd, 2023
5:00 - 7:00 pm
Tour to follow in June

1134 SE Douglas Ave, Roseburg, Oregon 97470

Douglas County
Mud and Manure Management

Lecture and hands-on workshop

March: Discussion focused on management techniques
10 reduce mud and manure in the field and paddock.

Technical assistance for land improvement

June: Field tour of ranchland that has been impacted by
trampling and erosion, followed by improvement
techniques. Funding for land improvement may be

available.
COST: §15.00
Register online: https://beav.es/itt
or click on the QR code
or call 541-672-4461
Registration required
by March 12th.

& University

Oregon State
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Tsalila Education Days
Funded through the U.S. Forest Service the District is able to reach out to students by providing hands on training about benthic
macro invertebrates and how these little creatures are indicators of water quality and stream health.

)

=

SWCD District Manager/Conservation Planner Rhonda Black provides students
with information & instruction prior to students setting off to the “pools” on for
scientific benthic macro invertebrate sampling and identification.

34 Grade Students from Douglas, Coos, Curry, and Lane County schools learning about benthic macro invertebrates
at the “Bug Zone” during the Tsalila Festival.



Weed Wrench Loan Program

Originally funded through the BLM RAC the
District continues to promote the Weed Wrench
Loan Program to District residents. The Weed
Wrench is a “woody plant puller” which works
by using leverage to remove plants such as
scotch broom by the root which is effective and
easy to use. The cost is a $25 refundable fee
for 2-weeks use.
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The District’s Facebook utilizes its
guarterly newsletter and local Dunes
News newspaper to reach out to the
community by providing information to
the public about the District along with
information about:

Events

Meetings

AgWQ Practices

NRCS Information
Grant Opportunities
Community Information

UMPQUA

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
P.O. Box 415, Reedsport, Oregon 97467 (541) 662-1341

Email: rhonda@umpquasoilandwater.com

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/UmpquaSoilandWaterConservationDistrict

Newsletter — March 2023

Did you know that our Lower Umpgqua area has its
very own Scil and Water Conservation District?

Our area's soil and water con-
servation district is the Umpqua
Sail and Water Canseruation
District (SWCD) and was
founded in in 1053, We've
been here for aimost seventy

wiich includes the communi-
ties of Resdsport, Winchester
Bay, Gardiner, Smith River,
Tahkenitch, Ash Valley, Scotts-
burg, Exkton and Kellogg

The Umpqua Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation Districtis
govemed by a locally elected
five-member board of Directors.
Distrct direciors are elected

on Oregon’s general elecon
ballot and serve four-year terms
wihout pay. District directors
are your neighbors. Men and
women from your business
and professional communities
and the farmers and ranchers.
who understand the ecological
relationship of soil, water, plants
and animals. Current directors
are Ciff Giover, Tom Black.
and Bob Miller. Our district
has two vacant positions on
the board beginning i January
2023, and thase posions are
Zone 3 and At-Large 1. The
Zone 2 positon has 3 1050
land management
requirement within the Zone 3
arealocated in the most sastem
part of our District (Elkton and
‘sumounding aress) akong with
being a registered voter, and
the At-Large 1 posifion can be
filled by a regsiered voter resid-

AB | DECEMBER 25, 2022

ingin the distrct. f interested in
sew\ngnelﬂsr!luese
tions, please contact us.

Our District Manager/Conser-
vation Planner is Rhonda Black
and she can provide you with a
ariety of technical assistance
‘options. Do you have a fam o
ranch and need help with fenc-
ing, livestack watering system
and faeding areas? Do you
have mud of manure you need
assistance with? We have
‘options availsble for you. Do
you have a culvert that needs
to be replaced or run-off that
you are concemed about? We
can help with that. How about
a tidegate that na longer works
the way you want it lo? Agan.
contact us. Umpqua Soil and
Water is a non-reguistory
agency, which means that
when you ask us o come out
for a visit, we aren't there for
any ather reason than to assist
you. If you are in urban areas
of the district, we ean stll pro-
vide assistance for back-yard
type farming as well. We alsa
offer free soil tests to our dis-
rict residents. Yes, | said free!
We can even come to your
property and take the sample
for you. Samples are sent to

a certified lab for anslysis and
the information from those:

tests is sent back to you.

This spring we.

manure workshop which wil
be followed by a farm four at
alater date. 7 you are inter-
ested. please let us know.

We can aiso apply for grants.
on your behall. Cumrently. we:
have small grants available
through our small grant team
thatis funded by the Oregon
‘Watershed Enhancement
Board. Thes grants have
funds available for materials.

News from Umpqua Soil
& Water Conservation District

sheep.goats, o pgs? Doyouendupwithmud
inthe vinterandor ping? Woukdyoujust e

Fndingforland W Iyouwoud ke
improvement may be avaiable. toreceiveournewslete. s availabl both by
emailand hardcopy tht can be maied toyou.

sowehaveagreatwakshopforyou attend!
lad tMnurelampemnt

orshop dsc umrmimusedrmmanagum et
s e T
ikt and paddock Technical ssistanceforand
improement

Registe by March L2thby goingto: ftps:/

When: June 202,
determined .continued on page

LOCAL RV AND PRESSURE

WASHING SERVICES

Washing
HandWashing » Interior/Exterior + Wax/Pnhsh

Pressure Washing/Real Estate |0%

and supplies up to $15,000 for 2  Moble- Comme :
3 two-year period i i 2 « Debris Removal  terio/Exterior
eduorby ealing (541) 226-3015. 541-285-0552
We also put out a newsletter. & Visitour website for a complete Fst o our services!
If you would like to receive our forses e
riis peoples s, =
oy email and

be maded toyou. Justcontact
us and let us know.

Our mestings are the sacond
Thursday of esch month at
830 p.m. Currenty, our meet-
ings are held virtually using an
onine platform. Ff you would
ke io attend our monthly
meetings. they are avalable
tothe public. Please contact
us for our agenda and meating
fogin information.

Let's work together! Please
contact us by email at thon-
da@umpquasoilandwater.com
or by telaphane at (541) 682-
1341. Please follow us on our
Facehook page: wwwface-
book.

with Oregon State Univer-
sity Small Farms Program for
Douglas Gounty for a mud and

.
terConservationDistrict

DUNES NEWS

uddy and mucky.Leam how to mprove nd
manageyour vestock ingareasin tis
vorkshop. —0r

StateEtension Service Asistant Proesor
(Practice)Animaland RangelandScence Lo
anBennet— Oregon tae Ftenion Senice
m Cordnato Rhonda
lack-Upgua Sl Wate Consration
Disrict Consryation Planer and iy B
- Douglas Sol & ate Consevation Dt
Consenvationechniian

Field Tour of ranchiand that has been
impacted by trampingan rcsion. foloved

Mud and Manure Management

DUNES NEWS

PDunes

MeMoRIAL CHAPEL

541-271-2822
2300 Frontage Road,
Reedsport, OR

Douglas County

Lecture and hands-on workshop
March 22, 20235Tpm
1134 SE DouglasAve, Roseburg
Cost:$15
Registeronlne: https://beaes/ it
Il 541-672-4461

o Registration required by March 12.

MARCHS, 2023 | A3



mailto:rhonda@umpquasoilandwater.com
http://www.facebook.com/UmpquaSoilandWaterConservationDistrict

Website:

The District’s new website provides

information to the community and, while
currently under construction, will grow with

more information over time.

Newsletters
Events

Meetings

AgWQ Practices
NRCS Information

https://umpquasoilandwater.com/

Umpqua Soil & Water
Conservation District

Home

Soil & Water
Conservation District



https://umpquasoilandwater.com/
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Facebook Page:
The District’s Facebook Page is used to reach out to the community.
* Events

* Meetings

* AgWQ Practices

*  NRCS Information

*  Community Information
*  Other fun stuff
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https://www.facebook.com/UmpquaSoilandWaterConservationDistrict/
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Umpqua Soil & Water Conservation District works with the following organizations to help residents with thei

conservation needs:

Watershed Councils:

» Elk Creek Watershed Council

» Partnership for the Umpqua Rivers

+ Siuslaw Watershed Council

+ Coos Watershed Association

Soil & Water Conservation Districts:

» Douglas SWCD

+ Siuslaw SWCD

+ Coos SWCD

Stewardship Collaboratives:

* Smith-Umpqua-Dunes Stewardship Collaborative

» Oregon Central Coast Forest Stewardship Collaborative
Weed Management Groups:

* Douglas County Weed Board

* Douglas County Cooperative Weed Management Area

» Gorse Action Group

Partnership Groups:

* Umpqua Oaks Partnership

* Umpqua Native Plant Partnership

+ Tsalila Partnership

» Oregon Conservation Education & Assistance Network
Environmental Groups:

* The Nature Conservancy

Legislative Groups:

» Oregon Association of Conservation Districts

» Special Districts Association of Oregon

» Oregon Coastal Zone Management Association
Cities:

» City of Elkton

+ City of Reedsport

— Umpqua Discover Center

uMPQU,4

Soil & Water
Conservation District




Eirections

Call

Umpqua Soil & Water Conservation District works with the following organizations to help residents with their

gt -

conservation needs:

Federal Agencies:

* United States Department of Agriculture:
— Bureau of Land Management
» Coos Bay District
* Roseburg District
— Forest Service
+ Siuslaw National Forest
— Dunes National Recreation Area
* Umpqua National Forest
— Natural Resources Conservation Service
* United States Department of Commerce:

— National Oceanic & Atmospheric
Administration:

* National Marine Fisheries Service

— Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institution

» Center for Marine &
Environmental
Radioactivity

State of Oregon Agencies:

* Department of Agriculture
— Water Quality Program
- SWCD
» Department of Education
— Oregon State University
« Division of Extension and Engagement
— Douglas County Extension Service

» Forestry & Natural
Resources

» Livestock Forages
» Small Farms

» Department of Environmental Quality

» Department of Fish & Wildlife

+ Department of State Lands

« Watershed Enhancement Board

Soil & Water
Conservation District


http://www.whoi.edu/
https://www.google.com/search?q=woods+hole+oceanographic+institution&source=hp&ei=OWJmZJ2BB9my0PEPyPmUoA4&iflsig=AOEireoAAAAAZGZwSVtlM1hTAWI8SLmbTFF-Is2e5uTt&gs_ssp=eJzj4tDP1TcoiDctM2D0UinPz08pVsjIz0lVyE9OTczLTy9KLMjITFbIzCsuySwpLcnMzwMAi70ReA&oq=Woods+Hole&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAEYATILCC4QgwEQsQMQgAQyCAguELEDEIAEMgsIABCABBCxAxCDATIRCC4QgAQQxwEQrwEQmAUQmwUyEQguEIAEEMcBEK8BEJgFEJsFMgsILhCABBDHARCvATILCC4QgAQQxwEQrwEyBQgAEIAEMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQ6CwguEIAEELEDEIMBOhEILhCABBCxAxCDARDHARDRAzoICAAQgAQQsQM6DgguEIAEELEDEMcBENEDOggILhCABBDUAjoFCC4QgAQ6EQguEIAEELEDEIMBEMcBEK8BOggILhCABBCxAzoLCC4QgAQQxwEQ0QM6CwguEK8BEMcBEIAEOg4ILhCABBCxAxCDARDUAjoLCAAQigUQsQMQgwFQAFiPDWCqIGgAcAB4AIABxQGIAa4KkgEEMC4xMJgBAKABAQ&sclient=gws-wiz

Umpqua Soil & Water Conservation District

For a copy of the District’s Audit report please contact
Umpqua Soil & Water Conservation District or go to the
Oregon Secretary of State Audits Division online at
https://sos.oregon.gov/audits/Pages/muniaudits.aspx

OUR VISION STATEMENT

“To be a respected, valued community organization
committed to managing a natural resource base for
future generations. To ensure sustainable
agricultural and forest production, supporting
functioning human, wildlife, fish and forest habitat.”

YMEQU,

Soil & Water
Conservation District


https://sos.oregon.gov/audits/Pages/muniaudits.aspx

Umpgua Soil & Water Conservation District

P.O. Box 415
Reedsport, Oregon 97467
Office: (541) 662-1341
Email: rhonda@umpquasoilandwater.com
Website:

https://umpguasoilandwater.com/

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/UmpqguaSoilandWaterConservationDistrict

YMEQU,

Soil & Water
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https://umpquasoilandwater.com/
http://www.facebook.com/UmpquaSoilandWaterConservationDistrict
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